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WHY DOES GOD HANG OUT WITH ALL THE WRONG 

PEOPLE? 

 

Every day on the job as the Public Relations manager for Jesus would 

have been part comedy, part nightmare. The man was born without a politi-

cal bone in his body. 

 

For starters, he had poor taste in friends. Case in point: the Jews detest-

ed the money-hungry, backstabbing tax gougers, but Jesus marches right 

up to one of those traitors and says, “Follow me.” 

 

He welcomed a zealot into his inner circle, even though those guys 

were the ancient equivalent of domestic terrorists. 

 

He rubbed shoulders with women in the sex trade, Samaritan heretics, 

leprous pariahs, and other miscreants of society. 

 

If when you hang out with dogs, you’re gonna get fleas, then Jesus 

must have been crawling with them. 

 

He also couldn't keep his mouth shut. He gave a tongue-lashing to the 

most powerful men in the religious establishment. Many of his parables are 

the verbal equivalent of slapping the pope in the face. He called the reli-

gious elites nothing but attention-hungry, big-headed sons of Satan. Yet if 

Jesus had glad-handed these men, they could have been used to accelerate 

his career. 

 

He even seemed to invite slanderous accusations against him. Because 

he hung out with the wrong crowd, his enemies mocked, “Look, a glutton-

ous man and a drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and sinners!” (Matt 

11:19). 
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The Son of Man came eating and 
drinking, and they say, 'Look at him! 
A glutton and a drunkard, a friend 

of tax collectors and si    nners!'  

Imagine if Zacchaeus has posted on Jerusalem's Facebook a selfie with Jesus. The top dog among 

the tax-gougers with Christ at his dinner table. Oh, the outrage! The puritanical zealots would have 

been tweeting and blogging about it for months.  

 

Jesus ruined his reputation by not only welcoming, but actively seeking out, the wrong people. 

 

And I won’t even go into the public embarrassment that must have ensued when he went berserk 

in the temple courts, upending tables, untying animals, and giving the crowd a tongue-lashing for 

transmogrifying his Father’s home into a business. 

 

 From a PR perspective, Jesus sawed off any and every political limb he was sitting on. 

 From a career perspective, he was a failure. 

 From a religious perspective, he was a troublemaker. 

 From a streetwise perspective, he danced with death. 

 From a public relations perspective, he was a train wreck. 

 

And from his Father’s perspective, he could do no wrong. 

 

I never did care much for the WWJD question because Jesus is the poster child of unpredictability. 

If you ask me, “What would he do?” I’d say, “Probably what you would least expect.” He would ruin 

his reputation among religious folk by hanging out with those with soiled reputations. He would speak 

hard truth when soft, white lies would make life easier. He would touch lepers; compliment prostitutes 

and insult priests; flaunt his freedom in the face of legalists; and eventually get himself so deep in 

trouble that he ends up in handcuffs, in court, and onto a cross. 

 

The wisdom of God will always look like foolishness to men. He chooses ungodlike ways to bring 

ungodly sinners into his kingdom of losers who get everything by grace. 

 

Jesus matches none of our expectations. Thank God he doesn’t. 

 

He befriends all of us, no matter who we are, no matter how ruined we are, no matter how good or 

bad we think we are. 

 

He calls us, one and all, to himself. And in him we become part of that motley crew of redeemed 

fools whom Jesus calls friends. 
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October Baptismal Birthdays 

Lucille Berger—10/01 

John Gehring—10/01 

Sharon McGaughy—10/01 

Ruth Simone—10/01 

Delbert Wacker—10/01 

Mark Zara—10/07 

Janet Burrows—10/17 

Neal Herrmann—10/18 

Amber Gehring—10/19 

Ann Barber—10/27 

Marion Gerken—10/27 

Lois Breitzman—10/30 

 

October Birthdays 

  Ethel Severn—10/01 

Ryan Kirby—10/03 

Dwight Severn—10/06 

Alexandra Wong—10/07 

Lois Breitzman—10/08 

Cheryl Paras—10/08 

Helen Brandt—10/09 

Marion Gerken—10/10 

Diane Herrmann—10/11 

Charles Braun—10/12 

Matthew Herrmann—10/13 

Lois Wycoff—10/15 

Joshua Snodgrass—10/16 

Ralph Neumann—10/20 

Shirley Glod—10/22 

Roslyn Stuart—10/22 

Theodore Sobecks—10/23 

William Mackinlay—10/31 

 

October Anniversaries 

Cheryl & Bill Byron—10/01 

Sarah & Michael Snodgrass—10/11 

Carleen & Ralph Neumann—10/16 
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A WORD FROM WENDY 

Fall is in the air and I love it!  This is my favorite time of the year.  The air is crisp (well not yet 

but I am hoping), the leaves are turning into beautiful shades of color and apples are ripe for pick-

ing.  We are well into our new school year and things are going well.  The children are learning a 

lot and so are the big people.  Each day seems like it is a new adventure and it is certainly never 

boring.  Currently we are serving 108 children in our center and their families.   

 

Please prayerfully consider volunteering at Open Arms.  We have several opportunities to serve, 

such as: lunch room helper, reading to the children, rocking babies, praying for the staff, children 

and families, and organizing our church/school library.  If you are interested please, let me know.  

There is always something to do and the rewards are great!  I also have an opening on Monday and 

Tuesday afternoons for ‘front door greeter’ from 3-6pm.  Simply sit at the desk in our front en-

trance and greet parents and children as they leave the center for the day.  If you have any ques-

tions please ask Lois Wycoff.  She is our door greeter on Wednesday, Thursday and Fridays. She 

smiles and says “good-bye and enjoy your night!” 

 

Are you saving your Box Tops for Education?  Open Arms has a drop box in the narthex and the 

school entrance.  Each Box Top is worth 10 cents and it adds up. 

 

Our staff has been busy working on continuing education hours.  Each year we must complete 15 

hours of continuing education per our licensing requirements from DCFS.  Many years we com-

plete more than 15. I have enjoyed some “lunch and learns” with the staff. We choose an early 

childhood topic and then we discuss it more in-depth.  We completed our annual CPR training in 

August and the lead teachers and I meet regularly for devotions and updates about happenings in 

the classrooms. 

 

On Friday, October 28th at 5pm we will have our annual Halloween costume parade and it is a fun 

event.  The children are dressed up and parade around in the gymnasium while their parents watch.  

It is busy, loud and wonderful!  There are many creative costumes!  Please feel free to come and 

watch. 

 

Blessings to all of you for a joy-filled month, 

Wendy Pritchard 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Director of Early Childhood Ministry 
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Kat’s Corner 

Greetings in Christ!                                                                                                           

Praise God from whom ALL BLESSINGS flow! In these times of uncertainty in the world around 

us, I urge you to remind yourself of ALL the blessing you have flowing over you. Some days this is 

harder than others. Remind yourself every morning, day and night that you are a REDEEMED 

CHILD of GOD and NOTHING can separate you from HIS LOVE!!! 

 

Let’s look at some blessings at Immanuel – Open Arms: 

 

God has blessed us with a mission minded staff willing to serve every  

day. Our mission field is endless…children, parents, visitors, members or even simply each other. 

We have a unique job opportunity to join this team of servants and share your talents in the form of 

cleaning. We have discontinued our contracted service as we were very dissatisfied with what they 

considered clean. We are looking to set up our own cleaning team of 2-3 people. It would be 10-15 

hours a week of light custodial work between our open hours of 6:30am – 6:30pm. Wage range $9-

$12/hr. Tasks may include vacuuming, dusting, some small area mopping, trash removal and other 

general cleaning around the building. You will NOT be in the building by yourself. We’re looking 

for someone who loves the Lord and children and takes pride in their work knowing it is a very im-

portant piece of this puzzle called Immanuel. Positions available starting 10/1/16. If you are inter-

ested or know someone who might be, please contact Kathy Gerken, Business Administrator at 847

-724-1034 or email kgerken@immanuelglenview.org. 

 

Our fire door project is just about done. This update of doors was mandated by the State of 

IL Fire Marshall. It cost nearly $50,000, but failing to comply with these updates would result in 

being closed down. God has provided and we are able to continue our mission work. (Note that this 

project was included in the 2016 Budget.) 

 

NEW TABLES for  events in the gym have been purchased and should ar r ive to use for  our  

Oktoberfest. Funds were donated and designated for this purchase. Anyone who has ever helped set 

up or clean up after an event knows how bad looking and heavy our current tables are. Many of 

them are over 40 years old. The new tables are similar to those in the church basement.  God pro-

vided again.  

 

A big heart felt “THANK YOU” to Bob Pritchard who has worked diligently over the last few 

weeks with other staff to “DEEP CLEAN” several areas in our facility. God blessed us with another 

servant heart and filled another  need. 

  

 

 

mailto:kgerken@immanuelglenview.org
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We are ALWAYS looking for people willing to serve and share their talents around here. We have 

a large facility and many hands make the work easier. We have some other building updates that 

need to be completed in the upcoming year. Do you have skills like carpentry, plumbing or electri-

cal? We have bathrooms that need work, more lights to be updated, trim work to be replaced, cabi-

nets to repair and/or replace, tiling, I could go on but I think you get the picture. We have less tech-

nical tasks too. Something for everyone. I ask that each of you take a moment and pray for direction 

– how can I help serve HIS MISSION field and our faith community. My prayer for you is that the 

HOLY SPIRIT fills your heart with the want to serve, “Here I am Lord, send me.” To those who 

have much, much is expected.    If you’re moved to help, contact me. My info is listed above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October Mission of the Month: WALCAMP   Some of us have personally exper ienced the fun 

and adventure at Walcamp as well as how it missions to so many people every year. They are solely 

funded by congregations and personal givers. They have cut costs as much as they can and need our 

support to further the gospel work being done there. If you are moved to donate additionally to 

Walcamp, simply write WALCAMP on your envelope or check and place it in the offering plate or 

mail it to the church office. Online giving available at www.walcamp.org 

 

 

 

 

Financially, our  income is down but we are working every day to keep opposing expenses 

down. We are working to serve our faith community and mission field within our means and our 

budget. Pray for discernment and wisdom to see God’s plan for Immanuel.    

 

Kathy Gerken  

Contact Info for Kathy Gerken:   Office Phone: 847-724-1034 Email: 

kgerken@immanuelglenview.org 
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 Is pumpkin carving part of your family tradition?   It is October and the pumpkins are appearing 

in the stores.  I can remember how eager I was to carve those pumpkins.   Being the youngest, I didn’t 

do much of the carving work but I pulled the seeds out and shared ideas on what elements should be 

part of the face (Should the smile have teeth or not?).   We covered the kitchen table and the fun began. 

 The reason for waiting was to make sure the jack-o-lantern would last until Oct. 31.   Carve it 

too soon and it might get moldy or become a snack for some little animal.  I had a tough time appreciat-

ing that wisdom when I could hardly wait to put my hands in all that goo.   The irony was that in the 

middle of carving, I often wanted the project to be done because I had already pulled out enough seeds.  

Yet, the siblings continued to work together until the inside was cleaned. 

         Then the big night came and once again, anticipation was high.   I could hardly wait to see the 

face glow from the lit candle on the inside.   But if it was lit too early, the candle might not last or the 

flame might be blown out by the wind before anyone else could see it.  At last, the time was right and 

candles were lit. 

 Our October Messy Church Night is using the theme “A Spark in the Dark”.  It was chosen to 

play off the jack-o-lantern experience.   As we think about the fun and excitement of those jack-o-

lanterns, we need to think about our response to being a Spark for Jesus.   We know that we live in a 

world that has plenty of darkness to brighten. 

   How many times do we get excited about being a spark . . . visiting an elderly neighbor should 

be great, raking leaves to help out will be fun, providing a needed ride won’t take long . . . but then we 

get the chance to do the activity we anticipated and it isn’t quite as exciting as we anticipated.   The goo 

takes longer to clean out than we anticipated.   Someone else wants to help us but the help seems to be 

more of a distraction than genuine help.   (I bet my siblings felt that way about me.)  Sometimes we end 

up forgetting to light the spark. 

 As you see jack-o-lanterns appear on doorsteps, in windows, and in stores, ask God to open 

your eyes to where you need to be the spark.   Just as I waited for my parents to let me know it was 

time to carve, God will let you know when it is time to shine.   Be ready . . . sometimes the opportunity 

comes up suddenly and other times, patience is required.  Wait to see how your light casts its shadow 

because you won’t truly know the impact until you have been lit. May God use you to be a light where 

and when He needs you. 

A NOTE FROM ANN 

A Word about Hospital Notifications 

Immanuel staff would like to remind all of our members that hospitals no longer alert churches when 

members have been admitted as patients.  Because of the privacy laws that have been enacted, hospitals 

are no longer free to release the names of current patients.  Even if you identify Immanuel Lutheran 

Church as your home church, we are not given that information.  No longer can we make a phone call 

to area hospitals to receive a list of our members who have been admitted. 

 

If you or a loved one is scheduled for surgery, a hospitalization or time in a nursing facility, please alert 

us here in the church office (847-724-1034).  The alert needs to come from you.   If you do not notify 

us, we have no way of knowing where you are.  Thank you for understanding this change that has come 

with the new laws. 
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Thank You!! 

 

With your help, we were able to send 17 quilts and 

201 personal care kits to Lutheran World Relief.   

Each box that has been sent was labeled with a track-

ing code.   These boxes have been sent to a ware-

house.   When they get sent to their destination, we 

will receive notification and be told where these boxes 

have been sent.   Our 2015 boxes (both the quilts and 

personal care kits) were sent to the Republic of Geor-

gia.  

Tuesday Bible Study 

Tuesday Afternoon Study at 1:30 PM 

This group meets in the church basement (enter through the 

doors on the WEST side).   We will be using the readings 

for the coming Sunday as the basis for our day’s study. 

10/4 Giving the Lord His Due 

10/11 Maintaining Your Grip 

10/18 What is Your Inheritance? 

10/25 The Declaration of Complete Dependence 

Tuesday Evening Women’s Study at 7:00 PM 

This group meets in the Youth room (which is at the bottom of 

the stairs to the left when you enter through the four glass 

doors of the school.)  We will be looking at “Managing Your 

Moods”, a Bible study that gives encouragement as we deal 

with our moods and emotions. 

10/4 Lonely Hearts 

10/11 Worries and Fears 

10/18 The Doldrums 

10/25 Scattered 
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Youth Trip to the Corn Maze  Oct. 9 

The youth will be heading out to the cornfields on 

Sunday, Oct.9.  We’ll have lunch at church before we 

leave.  It takes about an hour to drive to the Richard-

son Farm, where we will try our best to work through 

the maze (which was designed to honor Star Trek’s 

50th anniversary).  Plus, there will be slides and air pil-

lows to jump on. Our plan will be to be back at church 

no later than 5 PM. 

The cost is $10/youth.  Please let Ann Barber know if 

you are coming by Sunday, Oct. 2. 

Movie Night  Friday, Oct. 14 at 7 PM 

   Aladdin 

When street urchin Aladdin frees a genie from a 

lamp, he finds his wishes granted. However, he 

soon finds that the evil Jafar has other plans for the 

lamp -- and for Princess Jasmine. But can Aladdin 

save Princess Jasmine and his love for her after she 

sees that he isn't quite what he appears to be? 

Bring your blankets and pillows to make a comfort-

able spot on the gym floor as we enjoy this classic 

Disney film together.   Snacks and drinks are al-

lowed.   Friends are welcome too.    

Movie Nights are a great way to relax together at 

the end of the week. 
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Light Between Oceans 

Mon., Nov. 7 at 7:30 PM 

M.L. Stedman’s book will be the focus of our November 

discussion.   The story centers on a lighthouse keeper and 

his wife, who have claimed an infant that washed up in a 

boat at their remote island.   The consequences of never 

notifying the authorities about the baby are felt several 

years later when they decide to move back to the main-

land. 

Spark in the Dark   Fri., Oct. 28 

We will have a special Messy Church Night after the 

Open Arms Costume Parade (scheduled to begin prompt-

ly at 5 PM).   Supper (mostaccioli and salad) will be 

ready once the parade is done.   After eating, there will 

be activities and games to enjoy in the gym.  The even-

ing will wrap up at 7 PM. 

Be a Part of OKTOBERFEST . . . . on October 2! 

It takes plenty of volunteers to make Oktoberfest a suc-

cess.   We need people to: 

Set up, clean up, scoop potato salad, grill brats, supervise 

children’s games, play music, call Bingo. 

If you’d like to help make the day a big success, talk to 

Ann Barber. 
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Update on Grace Open Arms Child Development Center 

 

As many of you know, the Open Arms Center at Grace Lutheran Church opened its doors 

in February of this year.  For several months prior to the opening date, leaders of Immanu-

el had been working closely with the leadership of Grace to develop the necessary operat-

ing infrastructure, including formation of a board made up of leaders of both Grace and 

Immanuel intended to provide direction regarding operational policies, hiring and market-

ing. 

 

Over the past year in our meetings with Grace Leadership, Immanuel leadership discussed 

the financial resources and human capital required to operate the start-up childcare center.  

For most of the past year, Grace’s leadership requested that Immanuel’s leadership team 

continue its oversight of Grace’s start-up childcare program.  In a meeting this past May, 

leadership of Immanuel and Grace met to discuss the path moving forward.  Following 

the initial meeting, Grace's leadership reconsidered and decided they would proceed in a 

direction leading to independence.  Respecting their decision Immanuel began the pro-

cesses of transitioning operational responsibilities to Grace.  

 

This transition of Grace Open Arms' oversight, which included all management, account-

ing and bookkeeping functions, took place throughout the months of July and August.  

Kathy Gerken worked diligently throughout these two months to ensure a smooth transi-

tion.  

 

Leadership of Immanuel pray to Our Lord that he bless the leadership of Grace, all of its 

members and all of the Open Arms families, so that they may be a blessing to their com-

munity. 

 

Tom Amato 

Congregational Chairman 



 

 

 

 

 

 

                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, October 2 

3:00-6:00 PM 
 

         Enjoy Wisconsin bratwurst 

         Participate in the german potato salad competition 

         Demonstrate your polka skills 

         Activities for the children 

                      * Cake walk 

                      * “Barrel rolling” races 

                      * Photo booth 

                      * “Alpenhorn” competitions 

 

*A free will donation will be taken.  ALL proceeds will be 
added to the benevolence fund to be available to assist the 
Julie Kirby family. 



Please refer to your weekly worship bulletin for any changes or additions to the calendar.  

Immanuel Lutheran Church & Open Arms Christian Child Development Center  

1850 Chestnut Avenue, Glenview, IL 60025 Church: 847-724-1034 Open Arms: 847-724-6092 Fax: 847-724-1038 E-mail: info@immanuelglenview.org  

Church: www.immanuelglenview.org Open Arms: www.openarmsglenview.org  

Every Sunday (except when noted):  

Sunday School 8:45 am  / Teen & Adult Bible Study 8:45 am  

Parent & Me Class 9:00 am / Worship with Holy Communion 10:00 am  

 

October 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
Oktoberfest 
3PM 

3 4 
Bible Class 1:30 
& 7 PM 

 

5 6 7 8 

9 
Corn maze—
Youth 

10 
Confirmation 6 
PM 

11 
Bible Class 1:30 
& 7 PM 

12 13 14 
Movie Night 7 
PM 

15 

16 17 18 
Bible Class 1:30 
& 7 PM 

19 
Quilting 9 AM  

20 
Mom’s Group 
7:30 PM 

21 22 

23 
Confirmation 12 
PM 

24 25 
Bible Class 1:30 
& 7 PM 

26 27 28Costume 
Parade 5 PM 

Messy Church 
Night 5:30 

29 

30 
Confirmation 12 
PM 

31      



1850 Chestnut Avenue 
Glenview, IL  60025 

847-724-1034 
Fax: 847-724-1038 

Email:  info@immanuelglenview.org 
Website:  www.immanuelglenview.org 

Immanuel’s Mission Statement: 
We serve the Lord with joy and gladness through 
loving others as He loved us, by serving others as 

October— Upcoming Events 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP EVERY SUNDAY. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL (AGES 3-6TH GRADE):  8:45 AM 

YOUTH BIBLE CLASS: 8:45 AM 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS: 8:45 AM 

WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION:   10:00 AM 

 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church & Open Arms 
Child Development Center 

Oct. 2    Oktoberfest : 3-6 PM 

Oct. 4    Bible Class: 1:30 and 7:00 PM 

Oct. 9    Corn Maze -- Youth 

Oct. 10  Confirmation: 6 PM 

Oct. 11  Bible Class: 1:30 and 7:00 PM 

Oct. 14  Movie Night : 7:00 PM 

Oct. 18  Bible Class: 1:30 and 7:00 PM 

Oct. 19 Quilting: 9:00 AM 

Oct. 20 Mom’s Group: 7:30 PM 

Oct. 23  Confirmation: Noon 

Oct. 25  Bible Class: 1:30 and 7:00 PM 

Oct. 28  Costume Parade: 5 PM 

              Messy Church Night  -  Spark in the Dark:   5:30-7 PM 

Oct. 30  Confirmation: Noon 
 
 

Monday evenings-6:00 PM—Confirmation Class (Youth Room)  

Tuesday afternoons-1:30 PM—Bible Study (Church Basement) 

Tuesday evenings-7:00 PM—Women’s Bible Study (Youth Room)   

Wednesday mornings-9:15 AM—Men’s fellowship 

IMMANUEL’S STAFF 

PASTOR 

Rev. David Barber 

DIRECTOR OF EARLY CHILDHOOD  MINISTRY 

Wendy Pritchard 

Director of Family Life Ministry 

Ann Barber 

Business Administrator 

Kathy gerken 

Director of Music 

Tim Marquardt 

Administrative assistant 

Beth Neal 


